
• The 20th century saw the development of various technology that 

improved the lives of the people. New technology encouraged 

experimentation and research to improve many aspects of life. 

• Notable examples of new technology included: 

 

• In the 20th century, the British government 

realised that they needed to make changes 

in order to improve Public Health. This 

began with a series of social reforms. 

• These changes were inspired by reports 

written by Charles Booth and Seebohm 

Rowntree.  

Impact of war  

First World War (1914-18) 

• The growing scale of war led to the development of new 

technology to treat soldiers.  

• For example: WW1 had the first 

mobile X-Rays used on the 

battlefield  by Marie Curie, to 

identify injuries. Plastic surgery was 

also developed by Harold Gillies to 

treat soldiers with severe burns. 

Second World War (1939-45)  

• The National Blood Transfusion opened in 1938, allowing a 

blood supply for wounded soldiers. In 1944 the first antibiotic, 

Penicillin was mass produced, making enough for all soldiers 

fighting for the allies.  
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